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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 08 December 2005 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E] This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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6) ^ Claim(s) U7 is/are rejected. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Request for Continued Examination 

1. A request for continued examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.1 14, including the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since 
this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee 
set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office 
action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
12/8/05 has been entered. An action on the RCE follows. 

a. The amendment filed on 12/8/05 has been entered. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1-3 and 5 are objected to because of the following informalities: The 
dimensions "pm" used to describe the thickness of the chip appear to have a 
typographical error. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Takiar et al. US patent No. 5,422,435, in view of Berlin et al, US patent No. 5,648,684. 

Regarding claim 1 , Takiar teaches (fig. 1 3) an integrated circuit device, 
characterized in that it comprises: an active chip (248) of a semiconductor material 
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comprising an electrical circuit, the active chip having an active face (top surface of 248) 
provided with a plurality of electrical connection terminals (refer to fig. 13) and a second 
face (bottom surface of 248), and a complementary chip (250) having a first face 
(bottom surface of 250) attached to the active face of the active chip, a second face (top 
surface of 250) and a side surface (side surface of 250), wherein the complimentary 
chip has a plurality of recesses/cutaway (254 and refer to col. 10, lines 9-17) each 
recess extending through the whole thickness of the complimentary chip (fig. 13) and 
extending from above a contact terminal to the side surface, wherein each recess 
extends laterally inward from a perimeter of the complimentary chip (refer to fig. 13). 

Takiar does not explicitly teach the complementary chip has a larger thickness 
than the active chip wherein the active chip has a thickness of less than 1 00 urn. 

Bertin teaches (fig. 6) where chip structure (28) has a thickness in the range of 
50-100 ^im (col. 6, lines 1 1-22). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to adjust the thickness of the active chip and complementary chip 
as taught by Bertin in the structure of Takiar in order to improve the packing density of 
the package. It would also have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to adjust the thickness configuration of the stacked chip as 
claimed in the structure of Takiar and Bertin in order to improve the packing density of 
the package. 
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Furthermore parameters such as thickness and width in the art of semiconductor 
manufacturing process are subject to routine experimentation and optimization to 
achieve the desired device characterization during fabrication. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to adjust thickness of the active chip and complimentary 
chip of Takiar structure as claimed in order to improve the packing density of the device. 

Regarding claims 2 and 3, Takiar teaches substantially the entire claimed 
structure of claim 1 above including the thickness of the active layer ranges from 5 to 50 
urn and the thickness of the complementary layer ranges from 1 00 to 200jam (refer to 
Bertin, Bertin teaches stacked chip structure within this range, col. 6, lines 11-22). 

Furthermore parameters such as thickness and width in the art of semiconductor 
manufacturing process are subject to routine experimentation and optimization to 
achieve the desired device quality during fabrication. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to adjust the thickness of the active chip and 
complementary chip in the structure of Takiar within the range as claimed in order to 
form a densely packaged device. 

5. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Takiar, 
Bertin and in view of Tada US patent No. 5,155,068. 
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Regarding claim 4, Takiar teaches substantially the entire claimed structure of 
claim 1 above except explicitly stating that the complementary chip is formed with the 
same semiconductor material as the active chip. 

Tada teaches forming an LSI chip (40) and forming complementary chip (4a) on 
the active chip (4b) made of silicon. Furthermore LSI chips are routinely formed of 
silicon material. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the same material to form both the complimentary chip and 
active chip as claimed in the structure of Takiar in order to form a densely packaged 
device. 

6. Claims 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Takiar, Bertin and in view admitted prior art (APA). 

Regarding claim 5, Takiar teaches substantially the entire claimed structure of 
claim 1 above except explicitly stating an insulating substrate having an outer face 
provided with outer electrical contact pads and an inner face, the second face of the 
active chip being attached to the substrate inner face. 

APA teaches an electronic unit for smart card comprising (fig. 1) an insulating 
substrate (18) having an outer face provided with outer electrical contact pads and an 
inner face (upper surface of 1 8). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the insulating substrate taught by admitted prior art 
in the structure of Takiar in order to provide isolation from other integrated circuits. 

Furthermore the combined structure of Takiar, Berlin and APA would inherently 
have the second face of the active chip being attached to the substrate inner face, and 
a plurality of electrical leads, each lead having a first end connected to a contact 
terminal and a second end connected to an outer contact pad and lying entirely 
between the plane containing the second face of the complementary chip and the 
insulating substrate (fig. 1 of APA). 

Regarding claim 6, Takiar teaches (fig. 1 , APA) substantially the entire claimed 
structure of claim 1 above including the insulating substrate includes windows (26, 
APA), each window being disposed above an outer electric contact pad (where lead 24 
is connected). 

Regarding claim 7, Takiar teaches (fig. 1 , APA) substantially the entire claimed 
structure of claim 1 above including an electronic unit according to claim 5. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-7 have been considered but are 
not persuasive. Applicant argues Takiar fails to disclose recesses in a complimentary 
chip, which extend laterally inward from a perimeter of the complimentary chip. 

Embodiment of fig. 13 clearly teaches the above limitation as claimed, where the 
complimentary chip (250) is formed with a recess/cutaway structure that spans the 
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thickness of the complimentary chip and that extend laterally inward from a perimeter of 
the complimentary chip. 



8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Samuel A. Gebremariam whose telephone number is 
(571)-272-1653. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eddie Lee can be reached on (571) 272-1732. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 -273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Conclusion 



SAG 

May 26, 2006 





